(Anthropology), Christ (Christology), Salvation (Soteriology), the Church (Ecclesiology), Last Things (Eschatology). It answers the question: “What does the Bible say about _____”? A good Dictionary of Theology like Baker’s Dictionary of Theology is helpful [cf. New Dictionary of Theology; Evangelical Dictionary of Theology]. Theological topics alphabetically with short articles. 

Systematic Theology – Systematic theology gives the doctrines of the Bible by topic. Louis Berkhof’s Summary of Christian Doctrine is good for beginners. This is a simplified version of his classic Systematic Theology. Also popular is Packer, Knowing God. A. A. Hodge’s Outlines of Theology is a more popular treatment of theology. Calvin’s Reformation classic The Institutes of the Christian Religion is superb. There are also many works on a single systematic subject, such as Atonement or Church.

Biblical Theology – to understand historical setting of revealed truth in History of Redemption. Vos’s Biblical Theology is the classic work.  Also De Graaf’s’ 4 volume Promise and Deliverance is very helpful (it was originally written to help Sunday School teachers). Kline, Kingdom Prologue, etc.

8. Confessions – These are summaries of the Biblical system of truth. They help set boundaries for our thinking and living. They keep us from error and aid us in understanding the whole counsel of God. Concensus as doctrinal basis for unity of the church. The Westminster Confession and Catechisms is an essential guide to the Biblical system of doctrine. The Free Presbyterian Publications edition gives you everything in hardback. The only problem with this is that it is not the American revision. Schaff’s Creeds of Christendom gives all the creeds and confessions of church history. Collect good commentaries on the confessions such as Williamson’s The Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes and The Shorter Catechism for Study Classes. Above all memorize The Shorter Catechism. There is no more concise and accurate road map.

9. Church History – Church history is very important.  It helps us learn from the church’s past. An excellent short history is S. M. Houghton’s Sketches of Church History. A more in-depth reference is B. K. Kuiper’s The Church in History. These belong in every Christian’s library. Schaff’s History of the Christian Church is an extensive multi-volume work.

Christian biography is an interesting and entertaining way to learn from the example of others.

10. Daily Devotional – A very helpful way to get warmed up for Bible reading and prayer is to read C. H. Spurgeon’s classic devotional Morning and Evening or Faith’s Checkbook. The new daily devoitioanl on the website of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church http://opc.org/devotional.html Monthly devotionals such as Today and R. C. Sproul’s Tabletalk are excellent.
For further information contact Pastor Reynolds, email: reynolds.1@opc.org telephone: 603-668-3069 or write: 827 Chestnut St., Mancehster, NH 03104
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The Shorter Catechism
Q. #89 How is the word made effectual to salvation? A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of the word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

Q.#90 How is the word to be read and heard, that it may become effectual to salvation? A. That the word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.

The Word of God is the primary means of grace.  Notice that it is “especially the preaching of the word” that God uses to save sinners and sanctify the saints.  This does not exclude private reading of the word.  It does correct the individualistic idea that all one needs is the private reading of word.  The Head of the church has ordained that preaching in the church should be the context in which private reading of the word grows. In Troas Paul preached on the evening of the Lord’s Day.  “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight” Acts 20:7.
The church is central to Bible study. A student at a local college once told the group leader that she had a difficult time understanding the Bible.  The leader wisely answered that she needed to learn the Scriptures under the regular pastoral exposition of God’s word by a Minister of the Word in the local church. Every Christian should be reading the “whole counsel of God” on a regular daily basis in the context of the church. Symbiotic relationship: reading helps hearing and hearing helps reading.

The heads of households should have regular family devotions (Deut. 6:4-6; Eph. 6:4).  This is an essential means of family nurture.

Here are the tools every Christian needs to assist in the study of God’s word:

1. Bible – The Authorized (AV) or King James Version (KJV) is the classic English translation.. Published in 1611 it has dominate all theological and devotional literature in English speaking Christendom for 3 1/2 centuries until the mid twentieth century. The New King James Version (NKJV) is the best modern translation available. It follows the same philosophy of translation as the KJV. It never changes the KJV unless a word is antiquated. Respects history of KJV influence in church and culture. It follows the original languages as closely as possible, and thus leaves all interpretation up to the reader wherever there is ambiguity. It also uses the best Greek text (The Majority Text). It is the best for study, private reading and public worship. Consider the excellent new translation: The English Standard Version (ESV). 

2. Concordance – This gives each word in the Bible in alphabetical order, with each verse in which the word appears in the order of the books of the Bible.  Don’t forget the marginal notes and references in your Bible. They will usually give you the best texts to be found in a concordance. Most Bibles have short concordances at the end. Study Bibles have larger ones. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible is best for the KJV.  Strong’s is keyed to the original languages. Nelson publishes The Complete Concordance to the Bible for the NKJV. The Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance and The Englishman’s Greek Concordance are very helpful for those with a basic knowledge of the original languages.
Also useful are: A Topical Bible (Zondervan’s Topical Bible) organizes Scripture by various topics. A Harmony of the Gospels (Robertson’s A Harmony of the Gospels) arranges the text of the gospels in historical order.

3. Commentaries – comments of experienced pastors and theologians whose work has stood the test of time. They interpret the Scripture verse by verse.

Start with a complete commentary. Matthew Henry is excellent (usually 6 vols.). Do not get an abridgment. Matthew Poole’s Commentary (3 vols.). Calvin’s Commentaries are unsurpassed. The New Bible Commentary or Eerdmans Bible Commentary are a reliable modern 1 volume works. 

Each book has individual commentaries of different kinds and qualities. Collect individual commentaries like Hendricksen’s New Testament commentaries (20th century); NIV Application Commentaries are good in many books.  Ask your pastor for advice on particular Bible books.

4. Bible Dictionary – A Bible Dictionary contains articles on different Biblical people, places and doctrines. Eerdmans New Bible Dictionary and The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary are sound 1 volume works. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE) is a fine 5 volume work. A good English dictionary can be very useful. the 19th century Noah Webster Dictionary is excellent. Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language is decent. The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) is the ultimate authority.

5. Bible Survey – A Bible Survey gives summaries of Bible books, along with outlines. This is a helpful way to get the big picture. Hendricksen’s Bible Survey is very dependable. Tenney’s New Testament Survey and Wood’s A Survey of Israel’s History are helpful. Edersheim’s Bible History: Old Testament and The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah are classics. Handbooks like Unger’s and Eerdmans are useful short works. Introductions to each Testament are helpful in understanding the content and structure of each Bible book. Machen’s The New Testament: An Introduction to Its History and Literature, and Young’s An Introduction to the Old Testament are indispensable. 
6. Geography – Broadman’s Atlas of Bible Lands will help you locate Biblical places. The Macmillan Bible Atlas is a more detailed 1 volume atlas.

7. Theology – This is the systematic or doctrinal approach to the Bible. It seeks to articulate the teaching of the Bible on different subjects arranged in a
 logical order around the classic topics (loci): God (Theology), Man 
